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A LITTLE BIT ABOUT EARTH DAY 


A man named John McConnell started the concept of Earth Day. Mr. 
McConnell was a newspaper journalist who was born in Iowa in 1915. He 
served in the armed forces during World War II and achieved national 
success through an editorial he wrote regarding the launching of the first 

Russian satellite in 1957. 





In 1969 Mr. McConnell proposed an Earth Day celebration. He envisioned that the holiday would celebrate the 
Earth’s life and beauty. In addition, he thought the holiday would remind people of the need to preserve and 
renew the threatened ecological balances upon which everyone depends. In the fall of 1969, the City of San 
Francisco embraced the Earth Day concept. Following this success, Mr. McConnell wrote an Earth Day 
proclamation that was formally recognized as an international holiday by the United Nations. 


Finally in 1970, Gerald Ford proclaimed Earth Day, March 21“ as a holiday stating, “The earth will continue to 
regenerate its life sources only as long as we and all the peoples of the world do our part to conserve its natural 
resources. It is a responsibility which every human being shares through voluntary action, each of us can join in 
building a productive land in harmony with nature.” People now typically celebrate Earth Day on April eas 


WHAT CAN YOU DO FOR EARTH DAY? Plant a tree, walk or take public transportation to work instead 
of drive, turn off unneeded lights and appliances, or use the stairs instead of the elevator. 


SNOW DISPOSAL 
a 


Many facilities store both hazardous waste and The following information is taken 


waste oil prior to having it hauled off-site for proper 
disposal. The following is a list of key items to 
remember when storing hazardous waste or waste 
oil at your facility. Refer to the regulation for 
specific information that may pertain to your 
facility. 


e All areas where hazardous waste and waste oil 
are stored must be clearly demarcated. The area 
can be marked off with paint, tape or have a 
separate room designated as the storage area. 


e A facility can only have one accumulation area 
for hazardous waste and waste oil. This is the 
area where the waste is stored until picked up by 
a licensed hazardous waste hauler and taken to 
an approved disposal facility. 


Continued on page 2 


x 

at from the Massachusetts Department of 
a Environmental Protection (DEP) snow 
disposal guidelines, dated March 8, 2001. 





Site Selection: 


The key to effective snow disposal sites is to locate 
them adjacent to or on pervious surfaces in upland 
areas. The area should be away from water or 
wetlands. At these locations the snow can melt and 
filter into the soil, leaving behind sand and debris to 
be removed in the spring. The following should be 
avoided: 


¢ Avoid dumping snow into any waterbody 


e Do not dump snow within a Zone I Wellhead 
Protection Area 


e Avoid dumping snow on DEP-designated high 
and medium yield aquifers 


Continued on page 2 


Hazardous Viéste 


Continued from page 1 


e The accumulation area must 
be labeled with the words 
“HAZARDOUS WASTE” 
(Waste Oil, if that is all that 
is stored), in at least one- 
inch high capital letters. 


e Each drum stored in the 
accumulation area must 
have a label that includes 
the words, “Hazardous 
Waste’, the type of waste, 
the hazards associated with 
the waste and the 
accumulation start date. 


e Waste must be picked up in 
accordance with the time 
limits associated with the 
facility's generator status 
(such as 90 days or 180 
days). 


e In addition to an 
accumulation area, a facility 
can have waste 1n a Satellite 
area. A Satellite area is at 
the point of generation of 
the waste. There can be one 
drum of each type of waste 
in the satellite area. 


e Each drum in the satellite 
area must be labeled with 
the words, “Hazardous 
Waste’, the type of waste, 
and the hazards associated 
with the waste. Once the 
drum 1S full the 
accumulation start date must 
be put on the drum label. 
The drum must be moved to 
the accumulation area 
within 72-hours. 


The Massachusetts Hazardous 
Waste regulations are located at 
310 CMR 30. The regulations 
should be referred to _ for 
specific information about 
hazardous waste management at 
your facility. 


EnviroQuestion 


Question: What is nonpoint 
source pollution”? 

Answer in the next issue. 
Quarter 4 Question: What 
U.S. city has the worst per 


capita sprawl problem”? 


Answer: Boston 

Land consumption grew at a 
rate 7 times faster than 
population growth from 1982 
to 1997. 


SNOW 


Continued from Page I 


e Avoid dumping snow in 
sanitary landfills and gravel 
pits 


e Avoid disposing of snow on 
top of storm drain catch 
basins or in_ stormwater 
drainage swales or ditches 


The local Conservation 
Commission and other local 
government __ offices must 
participate in siting snow 
disposal locations. 


The Guidelines do allow for 
Emergency Disposal. In any 
case the local Conservation 
Commission should be 
contacted prior to disposing of 
snow. 


IN THE NEWS 


| The Environmental Protection | 
| Agency (EPA) has fined | 
| Fitchburg State — College | 
$358,000 for hazardous waste | 
i violations. EPA inspectors : 
' found several containers of | 
| improperly stored reactive | 
| hazardous waste. Inspectors | 
' also found several containers of | 
materials and 


i unknown 
| improperly marked wastes. 





FOR YOUR 


INFORMATION 
W hat to do with your old 
computer 


In a time where high- 
technology devices are 
changing quickly and becoming 
less expensive to buy, one of 
the concerns is how to dispose 
of your outdated computer or 
television. 


Each year the average American 
creates approximately 1,500 
pounds of trash. It is estimated 
that electronic equipment makes 
up about 1 percent of the annual 
209,700,000 tons of solid waste 
generated. The total volume of 
electronic equipment recycled 
in the United States was 
approximately 134,000 tons in 
1998 and 1.3 million units were 
reused. 


If you do not want your old 
computer you have _ options 
other than letting it collect dust. 
You could donate it to a library 
or school; there are also many 
other not-for profit 
organizations that could use the 
computer. 


Many companies demanufac- 
ture old electronics and reuse 
the parts. Some of the parts that 
are reused are the cathode ray 
tubes; the printed circuit boards; 
silicon chips; metals; glass; or 
plastic. 


The following Environmental 
Protection Agency webpage 
provides information on what to 
consider when deciding what to 
do with an old computer and 
provides links to other helpful 
sites, including local companies 
to contact. 


www.epa.gov/NE/assistance/oldpc 


